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[bookmark: _fl6skaevum0i]Section 1: Welcome to Your Launch Month Student Advising Toolkit

[bookmark: _wap6i6n4fyei]This toolkit provides a wealth of resources to support your students in their journey to postsecondary success. It includes links to websites, planning tools and activities to support you as you advise your students through the year. 
[bookmark: _93mfblfaira3]How to Use This Toolkit

This toolkit is organized into sections that support students’ college, career, and post-secondary planning throughout high school. 

Inside you’ll find:
· Student Success Planning Activities
· Career exploration tools
· Post-Secondary planning resources
· Financial Aid information
· Scholarship planning tools
· Delaware college, career, military, and workforce resources
· Planning checklists and timelines
· Resources for students with unique needs

Use this toolkit throughout Launch Month and revisit whenever you’re helping students make decisions about their future.
[bookmark: _1ff1aqtzb3d8]
[bookmark: _r7owww1sk67w]Postsecondary Pathways

After high school, students have many opportunities to continue learning and growing. Some of the most common postsecondary pathways include:

· Four-Year College or University
· Earn a bachelor's degree while exploring academic and career interests.
· Community College
· Complete an associate degree, earn workforce credentials, or transfer to a four-year institution.
· Trade or Technical School
· Receive specialized training for skilled careers in high-demand industries.
· Registered Apprenticeship
· Earn a paycheck while learning a skilled trade through hands-on training and classroom instruction.
· Military Service
· Serve your country while gaining valuable education, training, leadership experience, and career opportunities.
· Workforce
· Enter the workforce directly after high school while continuing to build skills and explore career advancement opportunities.

[bookmark: _fyn26lblexcn][bookmark: _svra2xzgeqy1]Section 2: Student Success Planning
[bookmark: _avqewsoyg7z4]What is Student Success Planning (SSP)?

Student Success Planning (SSP) is an ongoing process that helps students explore their interests, set meaningful goals, and prepare for life after high school.

Throughout high school, students are encouraged to reflect on their strengths, explore postsecondary options, and develop action plans that support their academic, career, and personal goals.

The activities in the Student Success Plan lessons are designed to guide students through this process one grade level at a time.

[bookmark: _bt3t0bv8es7e]Grade 9: Explore Your Future

Freshman year is all about exploration and building a strong foundation for high school success.

Student Activities

Career Interest Reflection
Explore your interests, strengths, and potential career matches while reflecting on what motivates and inspires you.

Freshman Success Plan
Develop academic and personal goals while identifying habits and strategies that will help you succeed throughout high school.

Focus Areas

· Career exploration
· Goal setting
· Academic planning
· Building positive habits




[bookmark: _66gjfdrsb9ck]Grade 10: Building Your Plan

Sophomore year encourages students to connect their interests with possible careers and begin exploring postsecondary pathways.

Student Activities

Career Research Organizer
Research a career of interest by examining job responsibilities, education requirements, salary information, and career outlook.

Postsecondary Pathway Comparison
Compare different options after high school, including four-year colleges, community colleges, technical schools, apprenticeships, military service, and the workforce.

Sophomore Action Plan
Create goals and identify action steps to prepare for junior year and future opportunities.

Focus Areas

· Career research
· Postsecondary planning
· Decision-making
· Goal setting


[bookmark: _9x7ablqjjvza]Grade 11: Prepare for Your Transition

Junior year focuses on preparing students for senior year and helping them understand the steps needed to reach their postsecondary goals.

Student Activities

College & Career Readiness Checklist
Assess your current level of preparedness and identify areas that need additional attention.

Senior Year Planning Checklist
Review important milestones and deadlines that should be completed before and during senior year.

11th Grade Summer Calendar Planner 
Create a month-by-month plan for completing important college, career, scholarship, and workforce preparation tasks during the summer before senior year.

Focus Areas

· Postsecondary readiness
· Planning and organization
· College and career preparation
· Time management

[bookmark: _g3588x4k3fa6]Grade 12: Launch Your Future

Senior year is focused on completing applications, meeting deadlines, and successfully transitioning to life after high school.

Student Activities

Senior Postsecondary Action Plan
Confirm your postsecondary pathway and identify the immediate next steps needed to achieve your goals.

My Next Steps Checklist
Track completed tasks and organize remaining responsibilities related to graduation and postsecondary planning.

[bookmark: _lpcdnwygfbjd]Additional Planning Resources

Students should also use:

· Scholarship Search & Tracking Tool
· FAFSA Information Sheet
· Senior Year Post-Secondary Timeline

These resources are designed to help students stay organized and meet important deadlines throughout their senior year.

Focus Areas

· Postsecondary transition
· Organization
· Financial aid
· Graduation preparation
· Goal completion
· A Continuous Journey

Student Success Planning is not a one-time activity. It is a process that continues throughout high school.

Each year's activities build upon the previous year's learning, helping students:

· Explore interests and strengths
· Set meaningful goals
· Develop decision-making skills
· Understand postsecondary options
· Prepare for successful transitions after graduation

The Student Success Plan lessons contains the activities referenced in this section. Work with your school counselor, teachers, and family to complete these activities and update your plans as your interests and goals evolve.
[bookmark: _l5g3jv25cl56]Section 3: Decision-Making Tools
[bookmark: _d7v4c07xa0qd]Purpose
Making decisions about your future after high school requires you to explore your options, understand your goals, and identify the steps needed to achieve them. The decision-making tools included in the Launch Month Blueprint are designed to help you evaluate your interests, explore available pathways, understand requirements, consider financial factors, and create a plan for your next steps.
These tools help you answer:
· What options are available to me?
· Which pathway aligns with my goals and interests?
· What requirements do I need to meet?
· What resources and supports are available?
· What steps do I need to take next?
[bookmark: _bei44q2nualf]Tool 1: Postsecondary Pathway Exploration Guide

Overview
There are many pathways available after high school. Your next step does not have to look the same as someone else’s. The best pathway for you is one that aligns with your goals, interests, skills, and personal circumstances.
You may explore pathways including:
Four-Year College or University
A four-year institution where you can earn a bachelor's degree and prepare for careers requiring advanced education or specialized training.
Consider:
· What major or area of study interests me?
· What are the admission requirements?
· What is the cost and what financial aid options are available?
· What career opportunities connect to this degree?
[bookmark: _pd8fwfn1e34c]
[bookmark: _wpuzaqzgn7vc]Two-Year College or Community College
A postsecondary option where you can earn an associate degree, complete career training programs, or begin coursework before transferring to a four-year institution.
Consider:
· What programs or certifications are available?
· Are there transfer opportunities?
· What academic and student support services are offered?
· How does the cost compare to other options?
[bookmark: _iidhy52lt5io]Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs
Programs designed to provide hands-on training and industry-specific skills.
Consider:
· What skills or certifications will I earn?
· How long will the program take?
· What career opportunities are available after completion?
· What opportunities exist for advancement?
[bookmark: _iy5gqne0yhw4]Apprenticeships and Work-Based Learning
Programs that combine classroom learning with paid, hands-on work experience.
Consider:
· What industries offer apprenticeships?
· What training requirements are needed?
· What skills will I develop?
· What career opportunities can this lead to?
[bookmark: _jeqbgpf1ryl1]Military Service
A pathway that provides career training, education benefits, and service opportunities.
Consider:
· What branch or career field interests me?
· What are the requirements and commitments?
· What benefits are available?
· How does this connect to my future goals?
[bookmark: _osz8llvgvpf0]Workforce Entry
Entering the workforce after high school can provide opportunities to build skills, gain experience, and begin a career.
Consider:
· What careers interest me?
· What skills or credentials are needed?
· What opportunities exist for growth?
· What additional training may help me advance?
[bookmark: _azj87a4las47]Tool 2: Postsecondary Research Questions
Overview
When researching your future options, it is important to look beyond choosing a pathway. You should consider whether an option aligns with your goals, needs, and priorities.
Ask yourself:
[bookmark: _5vhjqrw177u7]Academic Questions
· What education or training is required?
· Do I meet the eligibility requirements?
· What skills or experiences will help me succeed?
[bookmark: _tgg3fzlrxy07]Career Questions
· Does this pathway connect to my career interests?
· What careers can this pathway lead to?
· What opportunities exist for advancement?
[bookmark: _2grl4157dp3p]Financial Questions
· What are the expected costs?
· What financial aid, scholarships, or funding opportunities are available?
· What resources can help me manage expenses?
[bookmark: _en4fj44e3m0x]
[bookmark: _xblnm62v5wh5]Support Questions
· What resources are available to help me succeed?
· Who can support me throughout this process?
· What services or accommodations may be available?
Use these questions with the Career Research Organizer and Postsecondary Pathway Comparison activities included in your Student Success Plan lessons.
[bookmark: _wuhi09dwdyf0]Tool 3: Financial Decision-Making Resources
Overview
Understanding the financial impact of your decisions is an important part of planning for your future. As you explore your options, consider both short-term costs and long-term outcomes.
Explore:
· Financial aid opportunities
· Scholarship opportunities
· FAFSA completion
· Program costs
· Training expenses
· Potential career earnings
· Employment opportunities
Use financial planning tools to help you compare options and create a realistic plan for your future.
[bookmark: _28lyh7xubsd2]Tool 4: Action Planning Resources
Overview
Exploring options is the first step. Creating an action plan helps you turn your goals into specific steps.
Identify:
· Your intended pathway after high school
· Important deadlines and milestones
· Applications or documents you need to complete
· People who can support you
· Short-term and long-term goals
Use the action planning resources in your Student Success Plan lessons to organize your next steps.
[bookmark: _qmxjj8eg1l18]Tool 5: Building Your Support Network
Overview
You do not have to navigate your future plans alone. Building a support network can help you find answers, overcome challenges, and stay on track.
Consider people who can support you:
· School counselors
· Teachers and mentors
· Family members and caregivers
· Postsecondary advisors
· Employers
· Community organizations
· Alumni and peer networks
Identify the people you can go to for guidance, encouragement, and support throughout your journey.
[bookmark: _p77po0kncrhq]How to Use These Tools
You can use these decision-making tools during:
· Launch Month activities
· Individual planning meetings
· Advisory lessons
· College and career readiness activities
· Family conversations
· Postsecondary transition planning
Your students’ futures are a journey. Use these tools to help them explore their options, make informed decisions, and create a plan that works for them.
[bookmark: _l1lowj2ulbaa]Section 4: Post-Secondary Planning Tools
[bookmark: _p42so7y0eli6]Purpose
Planning for life after high school requires preparation, organization, and action. Whether you are continuing your education, entering a career pathway, joining the workforce, or pursuing another opportunity, taking steps early will help you feel confident and prepared.
The tools in this section will help you:
· Understand important postsecondary planning steps
· Track deadlines and requirements
· Organize applications and important documents
· Explore financial planning resources
· Prepare for your transition after graduation
[bookmark: _aban4y91g8wp]Tool 1: Postsecondary Planning Timeline
[bookmark: _7tp49nuf8ra9]Overview
Successful planning begins with knowing what steps to take and when to complete them. Use this timeline to help organize important tasks throughout high school.
[bookmark: _pycaovus4yig]Grade 9: Explore and Build Awareness
Focus on learning about yourself and exploring future opportunities.
Consider:
· Understanding graduation requirements
· Exploring careers and personal interests
· Building strong academic habits
· Participating in career exploration activities
· Learning about different postsecondary pathways
[bookmark: _zgxjqdrsaxb9]
[bookmark: _lc7y45hgwmzp]
[bookmark: _ue4fl0djtr47]
[bookmark: _uf6jajq3bq1]Grade 10: Research and Plan
Focus on exploring options and identifying possible pathways.
Consider:
· Researching careers and programs
· Exploring colleges, training programs, and career opportunities
· Building academic and extracurricular goals
· Meeting with your school counselor to discuss your plans
· Developing skills needed for future success
[bookmark: _tlhh8ewh687]Grade 11: Prepare and Apply
Focus on preparing for your transition after high school.
Consider:
· Researching specific colleges, programs, or career opportunities
· Preparing for college entrance exams if applicable
· Creating a resume or activity list
· Exploring scholarships and financial aid opportunities
· Visiting schools, programs, or employers
· Requesting recommendations if needed
[bookmark: _jhy5y42jib1g]Grade 12: Complete and Launch
Focus on completing requirements and preparing for your next step.
Consider:
· Completing applications
· Submitting financial aid forms
· Applying for scholarships
· Reviewing acceptance offers or employment opportunities
· Completing required documents
· Preparing for your transition after graduation
[bookmark: _2ysdwtkd0th5]
[bookmark: _le8tl53hf6zw]Tool 2: Application and Deadline Tracker
[bookmark: _jnrk63gtruhh]Overview
Staying organized is an important part of the postsecondary planning process. Use a tracking system to monitor important deadlines and requirements.
Track:
Opportunity/Organization:

Type of Opportunity:
☐ College
☐ Career Training Program
☐ Apprenticeship
☐ Employment Opportunity
☐ Other: ___________
Application Deadline:

Required Materials:
☐ Application
☐ Transcript
☐ Recommendation Letters
☐ Essay/Personal Statement
☐ Resume
☐ Other: ___________
Status:
☐ Not Started
☐ In Progress
☐ Submitted
☐ Completed
[bookmark: _815mrumid2x0]
[bookmark: _cooi14ithfea]Tool 3: Financial Planning Checklist
[bookmark: _v3qihqjykd5v]Overview
Understanding the cost of your future plans and exploring available financial support are important steps in preparing for life after high school.
Consider:
☐ Research the cost of my chosen pathway
☐ Explore scholarship opportunities
☐ Complete financial aid requirements if applicable
☐ Identify available grants, scholarships, or funding programs
☐ Create a plan for managing expenses
☐ Understand deadlines for financial assistance
[bookmark: _85vuljtfx71y]Tool 4: Important Documents Checklist
[bookmark: _q8fgxs34n3ev]Overview
Keeping important documents organized can make the transition after high school easier.
Gather and maintain access to:
☐ Personal identification documents (driver’s license, Social Security Card, etc.)
☐ Academic records and transcripts
☐ Test scores (if applicable)
☐ Resumé and activity information
☐ Scholarship information
☐ Application confirmations
☐ Financial aid documents
☐ Employment documents
☐ Certifications or credentials
[bookmark: _dqigr6z4gxzl]
[bookmark: _547s4dx7511x]
[bookmark: _mzkn2uz47cox]Tool 5: Transition Readiness Checklist
[bookmark: _latuh5mtpv9k]Overview
Preparing for life after high school involves more than completing applications. Building independence and life skills will help you succeed in your next step.
Consider your readiness in the following areas:
[bookmark: _suko7j6f6prv]Academic Readiness
☐ I understand the expectations of my next pathway.
☐ I know how to access academic support when needed.
☐ I have completed my graduation requirements.
[bookmark: _3lugukjyh04y]Career Readiness
☐ I understand the skills needed for my career goals.
☐ I have experience, training, or opportunities connected to my interests.
☐ I can identify professional skills I need to continue developing.
[bookmark: _gcode1ajasx4]Personal Readiness
☐ I know how to advocate for myself.
☐ I know where to go for support.
☐ I can manage responsibilities independently.
[bookmark: _1nq40x2wo49]Financial Readiness
☐ I understand my financial responsibilities.
☐ I have explored available financial resources.
☐ I have a plan for managing expenses.
[bookmark: _e0sooefmop4j]
[bookmark: _5ko08vadgadu]
[bookmark: _tqo2bnyo6nad]
[bookmark: _5z9pyq480564]How to Use These Tools
You can use these postsecondary planning tools during:
· Individual counseling meetings
· Grade-level Launch Month lessons
· College and career readiness activities
· Family planning conversations
· Senior transition preparation
Your students’ future goals require preparation and action. Use these tools to help them stay organized, meet important deadlines, and take the next steps toward their future.
[bookmark: _s1elxgv2wjcw]Section 5: Financial Aid and Planning Tools
[bookmark: _qjx6g55qkobz]Purpose
Understanding how to pay for your future plans is an important part of preparing for life after high school. Whether you are attending college, enrolling in a training program, completing a certification, entering an apprenticeship, or pursuing another career pathway, exploring financial options early can help you make informed decisions.
The tools in this section will help you:
· Understand different ways to pay for education and training
· Explore financial aid and scholarship opportunities
· Prepare for financial aid applications
· Compare costs and make informed choices
· Develop a plan for managing future expenses
[bookmark: _vy3pl7tvunv9]Tool 1: Understanding Ways to Pay for Your Future
[bookmark: _izpx7u9cdtks]Overview
There are several ways to help pay for education, training, and career preparation after high school. Understanding the differences between scholarships, grants, and loans can help you make informed decisions about your financial future.
[bookmark: _bla4w494f1w2]Scholarships
[bookmark: _n4z5gwzbcknz]What are scholarships?
Scholarships are financial awards that help pay for education or training expenses. Scholarships are usually awarded based on criteria such as academic achievement, community involvement, talents, interests, leadership, background, or career goals.
[bookmark: _xq2hcdirnv0a]Do scholarships need to be paid back?
No. Scholarships typically do not need to be repaid as long as you meet the requirements of the award.
[bookmark: _2jwbec45b7eo]Where can I find scholarships?
You can find scholarship opportunities through:
· Colleges and universities
· Community organizations
· Local businesses
· Foundations
· Professional organizations
· School counseling offices
· Online scholarship search platforms
[bookmark: _udda0f2k4x8r]What should I consider?
· Am I eligible for this scholarship?
· What materials are required?
· What is the deadline?
· Does the scholarship have requirements after receiving the award?
[bookmark: _xxfrv4ohd3l]Grants
[bookmark: _1l61xndkebt3]What are grants?
Grants are financial resources that help pay for education or training expenses. Grants are often awarded based on financial need, though some may have additional eligibility requirements.
[bookmark: _rexeq6g9nxif]Do grants need to be paid back?
Generally, no. Most grants do not need to be repaid unless specific requirements are not met.
[bookmark: _xlgk7rxh5m63]Where can I find grants?
Grant opportunities may come from:
· Federal programs
· State programs
· Colleges and universities
· Workforce programs
· Community organizations
[bookmark: _18hyegg0ap62]What should I consider?
· What are the eligibility requirements?
· Do I need to complete an application?
· Are there deadlines?
· What information do I need to provide?
[bookmark: _hjrpl9l6vndl]Loans
[bookmark: _lg4gm4u6t9z1]What are loans?
Loans are money borrowed to help pay for education or training expenses. Loans must be repaid, usually with interest, after a student leaves school or completes their program.
[bookmark: _hmnfaf8b40x]Do loans need to be paid back?
Yes. Loans must be repaid according to the terms of the loan agreement.
[bookmark: _48fxivth2x74]What should I consider before borrowing?
· How much will I need to borrow?
· What will my monthly payments look like?
· What is the interest rate?
· How does this debt fit into my future career plans?
[bookmark: _dy7ds5vwe3yo]Comparing Financial Aid Options

	Type of Aid
	Do I Pay It Back?
	How Is It Usually Awarded?

	Scholarship
	No
	Based on achievement, interests, talents, background, or other criteria

	Grant
	Usually No
	Often based on financial need or eligibility requirements

	Loan
	Yes
	Borrowed funds that must be repaid with interest


[bookmark: _4sns2e625sey]Remember
Financial aid is not one-size-fits-all. Many students use a combination of resources, including scholarships, grants, savings, work opportunities, and loans, to help pay for their future plans.
Before accepting any financial aid offer, make sure you understand:
· How much funding you are receiving
· Whether the money needs to be repaid
· Any requirements you must meet
· How the decision affects your future financial goals
[bookmark: _agqy4le91wwf]Tool 2: Financial Aid Application Checklist
[bookmark: _j807j5wqro4q]Overview
Completing financial aid applications requires preparation and attention to deadlines. Use this checklist to help you stay organized.
Before applying:
☐ Research financial aid opportunities
☐ Create required accounts for applications
☐ Gather required personal and financial information
☐ Identify important deadlines
☐ Complete required forms
☐ Review submitted information for accuracy
☐ Keep copies of submitted documents
[bookmark: _f83d5jc9x739]Tool 3: Scholarship Search and Tracking Tool
[bookmark: _ndtln6txx828]Overview
Scholarships can help reduce the cost of your future plans. Start searching early and keep track of opportunities that match your goals.
For each scholarship, track:
Scholarship Name:

Eligibility Requirements:

Application Deadline:

Required Materials:
☐ Application
☐ Essay
☐ Recommendation Letter
☐ Transcript
☐ Resume
☐ Other: ___________
Status:
☐ Interested
☐ Applying
☐ Submitted
☐ Awarded
☐ Not Selected
[bookmark: _d0lz4d67k2ik]Tool 4: Comparing Costs and Financial Options
[bookmark: _jh6uexuywcaf]Overview
When choosing a pathway, it is important to understand the total cost and available financial support. The lowest-cost option is not always the best option, and the most expensive option is not always the best fit. Consider your goals, resources, and available support.
Compare:
Pathway or Program:

Estimated Cost:

Financial Support Available:

Remaining Cost:

Potential Career Opportunities:

Questions I Still Have:

[bookmark: _z8j1dy4bc57u]Tool 5: Financial Readiness Checklist
[bookmark: _7shlwtfb0gh0]Overview
Building financial skills will help you manage responsibilities after high school.
Consider:
[bookmark: _b3d2xpyfngg5]Understanding Costs
☐ I understand the estimated cost of my chosen pathway.
☐ I know what expenses I will need to plan for.
☐ I understand available financial resources.
[bookmark: _me1g5nkp8w39]Planning Ahead
☐ I have researched scholarships and funding opportunities.
☐ I know important financial aid deadlines.
☐ I have a plan for managing expenses.
[bookmark: _yl7dae6wsa7]Making Informed Decisions
☐ I understand the financial commitment of my choices.
☐ I have asked questions when I need clarification.
☐ I know who can help me with financial planning.
[bookmark: _6126mvuva3o]How to Use These Tools
You can use these financial planning tools during:
· Postsecondary planning lessons
· Individual counseling meetings
· Scholarship workshops
· Family financial aid events
· Senior transition activities
Financial planning is an important part of preparing your students’ for their future. Make sure they start early, ask questions, and use available resources to make informed decisions about their next steps.
[bookmark: _5kvr7lkmj6i]Section 6: Delaware Resources
[bookmark: _9v8rsaeu6vu5]Purpose
Delaware offers a variety of programs and organizations designed to help you explore careers, plan for education and training after high school, apply for financial assistance, and access support services.
The resources in this section can help you:
· Explore careers and workforce opportunities
· Research colleges, training programs, and certifications
· Find scholarships and financial aid programs
· Prepare for employment opportunities
· Connect with financial and community support
Your future pathway may look different from someone else’s. Use these resources to explore your options and create a plan that aligns with your goals.
[bookmark: _m8k612d1cxhn]Career Exploration and Workforce Resources
Delaware Pathways
[bookmark: _a3d4bnyboerz]What is Delaware Pathways?
Delaware Pathways connects students, schools, and employers through career-connected learning opportunities. These experiences allow you to explore careers, gain skills, earn credentials, and participate in work-based learning opportunities while in high school.
[bookmark: _jwcoj7439trh]Use this resource to:
· Explore career pathways
· Learn about high-demand industries
· Discover career and technical education opportunities
· Find opportunities to earn college credit or industry credentials
· Connect classroom learning to future careers
[bookmark: _hjhnma8ytrmd]Best for:
Students who want to explore careers, gain hands-on experience, or learn more about workforce opportunities.
Delaware Career Compass
[bookmark: _4fknxwy7yrmo]What is Delaware Career Compass?
Delaware Career Compass provides career and labor market information to help you research careers and understand future opportunities.
[bookmark: _njhjswevw8mv]Use this resource to:
· Research different careers
· Learn about education and training requirements
· Explore career outlook information
· Compare wages and employment opportunities
· Identify careers connected to your interests
[bookmark: _ipptewpndbcb]Best for:
Students who are exploring career options or deciding what education or training they may need after high school.
Delaware JobLink
[bookmark: _wa8myx1isrvk]What is Delaware JobLink?
Delaware JobLink connects individuals with employment opportunities, career services, and workforce resources.
[bookmark: _qndoqshnazgz]Use this resource to:
· Search for jobs
· Explore career services
· Find workforce programs
· Learn about employment opportunities
[bookmark: _u2crfrq4nazg]Best for:
Students entering the workforce or looking for employment opportunities after graduation.
[bookmark: _sej38p7g20b]
[bookmark: _3dai7w7nwhzm]Postsecondary Education Resources

Delaware Colleges and Universities
[bookmark: _mpsjnhd9tu65]What are my options?
Delaware offers a variety of postsecondary options, including two-year colleges, four-year universities, certificate programs, and career training opportunities.
Explore:
· Academic programs
· Admissions requirements
· Campus experiences
· Student support services
· Career preparation opportunities
Examples of Delaware institutions include:
· University of Delaware
· Delaware State University
· Delaware Technical Community College
· Wilmington University
· Goldey-Beacom College
[bookmark: _a3p4mwnslatw]Best for:
Students exploring college, certificates, associate degrees, or bachelor's degree programs.
Delaware Technical Community College
[bookmark: _krqzsfuloxw7]What is Delaware Tech?
Delaware Tech provides career-focused education, associate degrees, certificates, workforce training, and opportunities for students preparing for in-demand careers.
[bookmark: _eu39teoy3rk]Use this resource to:
· Explore degree and certificate programs
· Learn about career training opportunities
· Research workforce credentials
· Understand transfer opportunities
[bookmark: _icln744kqcs3]Best for:
Students interested in healthcare, technology, skilled trades, business, public service, education/teaching, and other career pathways.
[bookmark: _smkiopohsxj]Career Training, Trade Schools, and Apprenticeship Resources
[bookmark: _ruzz9niims6k]Overview
A four-year college is not the only pathway after high school. Delaware offers many career-focused education and training opportunities that allow you to develop skills, earn industry credentials, complete certifications, and enter high-demand careers.
Trade schools, technical programs, workforce training, and apprenticeships can lead to careers in areas such as:
· Healthcare
· Skilled trades
· Construction
· Manufacturing
· Information technology
· Transportation
· Public service
· Business and professional services
Delaware Technical Community College - Workforce Training
[bookmark: _8nfce3j96yea]What is Delaware Tech?
Delaware Technical Community College provides career-focused education through associate degrees, certificates, diplomas, and workforce training programs.
Programs include opportunities in areas such as:
· Healthcare
· Nursing
· Information technology
· Advanced manufacturing
· Engineering technologies
· Business
· Public safety
· Skilled trades
Use this resource to:
· Explore career training programs
· Earn industry-recognized credentials
· Complete certificates or associate degrees
· Prepare for employment or continued education
Delaware Skills Center
[bookmark: _xcbdgek0oxcd]What is Delaware Skills Center?
Delaware Skills Center provides short-term workforce training programs designed to prepare individuals for employment in high-demand industries.
Training opportunities may include:
· Construction trades
· Healthcare careers
· Transportation
· Manufacturing
· Skilled technical careers
Use this resource to:
· Develop job-ready skills
· Earn certifications
· Prepare for career opportunities
· Explore shorter-term training options
[bookmark: _m11yz96lmlys]
[bookmark: _ugr1gkegqzem]
Delaware Pathways - Workforce Training
[bookmark: _g2y747sr5kgo]What is Delaware Pathways?
Delaware Pathways connects students with career-connected learning opportunities that combine classroom learning, technical skills, and real-world experiences.
Use this resource to:
· Explore career pathways
· Learn about industry credentials
· Participate in work-based learning opportunities
· Connect education to career goals
Delaware Registered Apprenticeships
[bookmark: _2z063n6yu940]What is an Apprenticeship?
Apprenticeships allow you to earn while you learn by combining paid, hands-on work experience with classroom instruction. Apprentices can earn industry-recognized credentials while developing skills for long-term careers.
Delaware Registered Apprenticeship opportunities are available in areas such as:
· Electrician
· HVAC technician
· Plumbing
· Carpentry
· Construction
· Healthcare
· Hospitality
· Information technology
· Other skilled occupations
Use this resource to:
· Explore apprenticeship opportunities
· Find registered apprenticeship sponsors
· Learn about requirements
· Identify career pathways
Delaware Department of Labor Workforce Training
[bookmark: _3nrvqr1okirz]What is Delaware Workforce Training?
The Delaware Department of Labor provides workforce development programs that help individuals gain skills, prepare for employment, and connect with career opportunities.
Programs and services may include:
· Career counseling
· Job search support
· Training opportunities
· Youth employment programs
· On-the-job training opportunities
· Workforce development programs
Delaware JobLink
[bookmark: _nan7zs3yvm8c]What is Delaware JobLink?
Delaware JobLink connects job seekers with employment opportunities, training providers, and workforce resources.
Use this resource to:
· Search for jobs
· Explore training programs
· Find apprenticeship opportunities
· Connect with employers
[bookmark: _hk83u4jl7won]
[bookmark: _ih9oo8hxtmhq]
[bookmark: _tpsqetlnz0jx]
[bookmark: _bgc8fgldgsav]
[bookmark: _rl5jxy6wtdm1]Delaware Vocational-Technical School Adult Education Programs
[bookmark: _7u9cii98kr9i]What are Adult Education Programs?
Delaware’s vocational-technical schools provide career training opportunities for students and adults interested in developing technical skills and earning certifications.
Programs may include:
· Construction trades
· Automotive technology
· Healthcare
· Manufacturing
· Culinary arts
· Other technical career areas
Explore programs:
New Castle County Vocational-Technical School Adult Education
Polytech Adult Education
Sussex Tech Adult Education
Paul Mitchell The School – Delaware
What is Paul Mitchell The School – Delaware?
 Paul Mitchell The School – Delaware is a career-focused beauty school in Newark that prepares students for careers in cosmetology, esthetics, and related fields. Programs combine classroom instruction with hands-on training and prepare students to meet Delaware licensing requirements.
Use this resource to:
· Explore cosmetology and esthetics programs
· Learn about careers in the beauty industry
· Get hands-on training in a salon environment
· Prepare for Delaware state licensure
· Explore financial aid and scholarship options
· Learn about upcoming program start dates
Schilling-Douglas School of Hair Design
What is Schilling-Douglas School of Hair Design?
 Schilling-Douglas School of Hair Design is a Newark, Delaware career school that provides training for careers in cosmetology, barbering, esthetics, nail technology, and vocational teaching. Programs combine classroom instruction with hands-on training and prepare students for Delaware licensing examinations.
Use this resource to:
· Explore cosmetology, barbering, esthetics, and nail technology programs
· Develop hands-on skills for beauty industry careers
· Prepare for Delaware state licensure
· Choose between full-time and part-time training options
· Explore financial aid, grants, loans, scholarships, and payment plans
· Learn about career and licensing resources
[bookmark: _co7gkm8c35s7]Choosing a Career Training Pathway
When exploring trade schools, technical programs, or apprenticeships, consider:
· What career interests me?
· What skills do I want to develop?
· How long does the program take?
· What credentials will I earn?
· What career opportunities are available after completion?
· What financial assistance may be available?
Remember: Career training and skilled trades are valuable pathways that can lead to meaningful careers, financial stability, and opportunities for growth.
[bookmark: _3rgfnfn0dw0t]
[bookmark: _qig0uuqvyff3]
[bookmark: _cmqcpozhgb5w]
[bookmark: _qjc3q34739qv]
[bookmark: _2snvwdhuqey]Delaware Financial Aid and Scholarship Resources
[bookmark: _54cxv73ody0v]Delaware Financial Aid Programs
Delaware Higher Education Office Financial Aid Portal
The Delaware Higher Education Office (DHEO) provides information and access to Delaware state-sponsored scholarships and financial aid programs.
Use this resource to:
· Apply for Delaware scholarships
· Review eligibility requirements
· Track applications
· Learn about financial aid opportunities
SEED Scholarship
[bookmark: _qzu29dypw9c8]What is SEED?
The Student Excellence Equals Degree (SEED) Scholarship helps eligible Delaware students reduce tuition costs at approved institutions. SEED supports students pursuing associate degrees, credentials, and eligible programs through participating institutions.
[bookmark: _d2wpepr1q4ly]Use this resource to:
· Learn eligibility requirements
· Explore eligible programs
· Understand application steps
· Plan how this scholarship may support your education goals
[bookmark: _hna9jtldh0p]Best for:
Students interested in career training, certificates, associate degrees, or eligible University of Delaware associate pathways.
[bookmark: _w4g3gpv2fp60]
[bookmark: _ofz8h63y0yzs]
STAR Scholarship
[bookmark: _1jjg4v7s104t]What is STAR?
The Scholarship Incentive Program (STAR) provides financial assistance to eligible Delaware Technical & Community College students who qualified for SEED and would like to pursue their Bachelor’s degree at Wilmington University. The program is designed to support students with financial need and help increase access to college and training opportunities.
[bookmark: _xg3cr2f8lu6z]Use this resource to:
· Learn about eligibility requirements
· Explore application requirements
· Review deadlines
· Identify additional financial support opportunities
[bookmark: _54s6d8c7eazg]Best for:
Students looking for Delaware-based financial assistance programs.
INSPIRE Scholarship
[bookmark: _w35ar4velcfh]What is INSPIRE?
The INSPIRE Scholarship provides tuition assistance for eligible Delaware students attending Delaware State University. The program supports qualified Delaware residents pursuing undergraduate education who meet eligibility requirements.
[bookmark: _v7tsemo45l2q]Use this resource to:
· Learn eligibility requirements
· Understand application steps
· Explore how financial aid can support your college goals
[bookmark: _7g42gqybj5qa]Best for:
Students planning to attend Delaware State University who meet program requirements.
[bookmark: _pks4749khm7u]
[bookmark: _skgl0dsruggn]
Delaware Scholarship Compendium
[bookmark: _y2rchvxe0cjx]What is the Delaware Scholarship Compendium?
The Delaware Scholarship Compendium helps students identify scholarship opportunities available to Delaware students.
[bookmark: _2mb5f52v44c3]Use this resource to:
· Search scholarship opportunities
· Review eligibility requirements
· Track deadlines
· Organize applications
[bookmark: _ez829zsirahy]Scholarship Tips:
· Start searching early
· Apply for multiple opportunities
· Review eligibility requirements carefully
· Keep track of deadlines
· Save copies of completed applications
[bookmark: _y4xwtpyn13l3]Financial Aid Assistance Resources
Stand By Me Delaware
[bookmark: _yh721uux3k2s]What is Stand By Me?
Stand By Me Delaware provides free financial coaching and financial education support to Delaware residents. Students and families can receive assistance with financial planning, college funding, FAFSA completion, scholarships, and understanding financial decisions.
[bookmark: _bhwoxruinctc]Use this resource to:
· Receive one-on-one financial coaching
· Learn about paying for college
· Get FAFSA assistance
· Understand financial aid options
· Create a financial plan
[bookmark: _2u0oqixhj7yj]Best for:
Students and families who want additional support navigating financial aid, college costs, and financial decisions.
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
[bookmark: _awc5ytealf1k]What is FAFSA?
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is used to determine eligibility for federal financial assistance and may also be required for state and institutional aid programs.
Use this resource to:
· Apply for federal financial aid
· Learn about grants, loans, and work-study opportunities
· Prepare required financial information
· Understand financial aid requirements
[bookmark: _ep4nrjsv9g6j]Community Support Resources
Delaware 211
[bookmark: _qso5vnv7ug5l]What is Delaware 211?
Delaware 211 connects individuals and families with community resources and support services.
Use this resource to find:
· Basic needs support
· Housing resources
· Transportation assistance
· Community programs
· Family support services
[bookmark: _dqij5bvdj2mo]
[bookmark: _sy1p3uxlpewz]
[bookmark: _puj7eqmavfgb]School Counseling Support
Your school counselor can help you with:
· Graduation planning
· Career exploration
· College and training applications
· Scholarships
· Financial aid questions
· Postsecondary planning
· Connecting you with additional resources
Your counselor is one of your first resources when you have questions about your future.
[bookmark: _fgb5a03mcqyy]How to Use Delaware Resources
Students do not need to use every resource at once. Have them start with the resources that match their goals:
If they are exploring careers:
· Delaware Pathways
· Delaware Career Compass
· Delaware JobLink
If they are planning for college or training:
· Delaware colleges and universities
· Delaware Technical Community College
· Delaware Higher Education Office
If they need help paying for their next step:
· SEED Scholarship
· STAR Scholarship
· INSPIRE Scholarship
· Delaware Scholarship Compendium
· Stand By Me Delaware
· FAFSA
If they need additional support:
· School Counselor
· Delaware 211
· Community organizations
Your students’ future begins with exploring their options, asking questions, and using the resources available to help them succeed.
[bookmark: _ahu63klwdj2b]Section 7: Additional Supports for Unique Student Needs
[bookmark: _hsoxlu782s7u]Purpose
Every student’s transition after high school is unique. While all students benefit from college, career, and life-readiness planning, some students may need additional information, resources, or support to successfully reach their goals.
This section highlights student populations that may experience unique barriers during the transition process and provides information to help you understand your options, advocate for your needs, and connect with available supports.
Additional support may be especially important for:
· Students with disabilities
· Students experiencing housing instability
· Students in foster care
· Military-connected students and families
· First-generation college students
· English learners/multilingual learners
· Undocumented students
· Students balancing work, family responsibilities, or other commitments
Students with Disabilities
[bookmark: _cjunfhk3ip1d]Planning for Your Future
Having a disability should not limit your ability to pursue your goals. Students with disabilities can successfully transition into college, career training, apprenticeships, employment, and other postsecondary pathways.
Successful transitions begin with understanding your strengths, knowing your needs, and learning how to advocate for yourself.
Your future pathway may include:
· College
· Career and technical education
· Apprenticeships
· Certifications
· Workforce opportunities
· Entrepreneurship
[bookmark: _4hl34ewmzao9]What You Should Know
Support systems change after high school.
In high school:
· Schools identify students who need support
· Students may receive IEP or 504 accommodations
· Schools help coordinate services
After high school:
· You must request accommodations
· You may need documentation of your disability
· You are responsible for communicating your needs
· Colleges, training programs, and employers have different responsibilities
[bookmark: _jm2i524y0arb]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Learn about your disability and strengths
☐ Practice explaining your accommodations and support needs
☐ Keep copies of important educational documents
☐ Research disability services at future schools or training programs
☐ Learn about workplace accommodations and career supports
[bookmark: _mqmqd07qn67i]Resources
Delaware Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)
The Delaware Division of Vocational Rehabilitation helps individuals with disabilities prepare for employment and career success.
Services may include:
· Career counseling
· Employment preparation
· Job placement assistance
· Workplace accommodation support
Students Experiencing Housing Instability
[bookmark: _28yiev27xmm]Planning for Your Future
Housing instability can create barriers when planning for education, training, employment, and life after high school. Connecting with support systems early can help you stay focused on your goals.
[bookmark: _vklcy1z0ykdu]What You Should Know
Students experiencing homelessness or housing instability may qualify for additional educational protections and support.
Support may include:
· Help maintaining school stability
· Transportation assistance
· Connection to community resources
· Support accessing educational opportunities
[bookmark: _lyuj6jtzj7dz]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Identify trusted adults who can support you
☐ Communicate with your school support team
☐ Organize important documents
☐ Create a plan for housing after graduation
☐ Identify transportation and community resources
[bookmark: _5y9s5mcdbzuk]Resources
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Supports
The McKinney-Vento program provides protections and support for students experiencing homelessness or housing instability.
Resources may include:
· School stability support
· Transportation assistance
· Enrollment support
· Connections to community resources
Delaware 211
Delaware 211 connects students and families with community resources, including:
· Housing assistance
· Food support
· Transportation resources
· Community services
[bookmark: _s9ujkuk30sxw]Students in Foster Care
[bookmark: _7uuvd28hmjf0]Planning for Your Future
Students with foster care experience may have unique educational, financial, housing, and transition needs. Planning early and building a support network can help you successfully transition into college, career training, employment, or independent living.
Your future pathway may include:
· College
· Career and technical education
· Apprenticeships
· Workforce training
· Certifications
· Employment opportunities
[bookmark: _lz3klbn6700t]What You Should Know
Students with foster care experience may qualify for additional supports, including:
· Postsecondary financial assistance
· Tuition support programs
· Education and training vouchers
· Independent living services
· Career preparation support
· Mentoring and transition services
Starting conversations early can help you understand what supports you may qualify for before graduation.
[bookmark: _o6va282643rh]Delaware Foster Care Postsecondary Supports
Fostering Independence Through Education (FIE) Tuition Waiver Program
The Fostering Independence Through Education Tuition Waiver Program provides eligible students with foster care experience support toward tuition and mandatory fees at participating Delaware public institutions.
Participating institutions include:
· University of Delaware
· Delaware State University
· Delaware Technical Community College
Chafee Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program
The Chafee Education and Training Voucher Program provides financial assistance for eligible students with foster care experience pursuing education and training after high school.
Support may help with:
· Tuition
· Books
· Housing
· Transportation
· Education-related costs
Delaware Office of the Child Advocate: Youth in Transition
The Office of the Child Advocate provides transition resources for young adults with foster care experience.
Resources may include:
· Postsecondary scholarship information
· Transition resources
· Support services
Ivyane D.F. Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Ivyane D.F. Davis Memorial Scholarship Fund is a state-funded program established in 1989 in honor of a woman who advocated for vulnerable children in Delaware through her work as a foster parent and Court Appointed Special Advocate. The Scholarship Fund may be used towards indirect or direct costs associated with post-secondary education or training programs. 
[bookmark: _2o3077jn8f6t]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Identify supportive adults and mentors
☐ Ask about foster care transition supports
☐ Research tuition waiver and scholarship opportunities
☐ Explore college, trade, apprenticeship, and workforce options
☐ Create a housing and transportation plan
☐ Keep important documents organized
[bookmark: _lm4hmwg6kx58]Military-Connected Students and Families
[bookmark: _loh7urcgm2o3]Planning for Your Future
Being military-connected can create unique experiences, opportunities, and challenges. Military-connected students may experience relocations, school transitions, and family deployments.
Your future pathway may include:
· College
· Career and technical education
· Apprenticeships
· Workforce opportunities
· Military service
[bookmark: _660f71gsa5vd]What You Should Know
Military-connected students may have access to:
· Education benefits
· Career resources
· College support programs
· Military family resources
Military experiences can help students develop valuable skills, including:
· Leadership
· Teamwork
· Problem-solving
· Technical skills
[bookmark: _wu7lmbk9b752]College, Career, and Workforce Supports
Military-connected students can explore:
· Colleges with military student support services
· Career training programs
· Apprenticeships
· Certifications
· Workforce opportunities
[bookmark: _1w64oewse4ru]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Research education and career pathways
☐ Explore available military family benefits
☐ Learn about college and workforce resources
☐ Compare military and civilian career options
☐ Speak with trusted advisors before making decisions
[bookmark: _3wrnzitiiuym]Resources
Delaware Department of Education Military-Connected Youth Resources
Military OneSource
Provides education, career, financial, and family support resources.
First-Generation College Students
[bookmark: _3447j3l8xqjz]Planning for Your Future
Being the first person in your family to attend college or complete postsecondary training is a major accomplishment.
You may have questions about:
· Applications
· Financial aid
· Campus expectations
· Career planning
[bookmark: _ghnnqnyouseg]What You Should Know
You do not need to navigate the process alone. Support is available through:
· School counselors
· College advisors
· Mentoring programs
· Community organizations
[bookmark: _cs2owlbddapo]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Ask questions about unfamiliar processes
☐ Attend college and career events
☐ Learn about financial aid
☐ Connect with mentors and support programs
[bookmark: _q9drzt9xo2c7]Resources
TRIO Programs
TRIO programs provide support for students who may be first-generation college students, have financial need, or need additional academic support.
[bookmark: _d39zp4fiox2r]English Learners / Multilingual Learners
[bookmark: _p98l6nf09b5]Planning for Your Future
Being an English learner does not limit your future opportunities. Your multilingual skills are strengths that can support success in college, career training, apprenticeships, workforce opportunities, and other pathways.
You can pursue:
· College
· Career and technical education
· Trade programs
· Apprenticeships
· Industry certifications
· Workforce opportunities
[bookmark: _95o2x0pgzl96]What You Should Know
You have the right to:
· Access information in a language you understand
· Ask questions about unfamiliar processes
· Receive support navigating opportunities
· Connect with programs that support multilingual students
When exploring future opportunities, ask about:
· Translation services
· English language support
· Academic tutoring
· Career advising
· Student success programs
[bookmark: _ix5sdldkxmm]Delaware Resources
Delaware Department of Education: Multilingual Learners
Provides resources supporting multilingual learners, families, and schools.
Resources may include:
· English learner guidance
· Family resources
· Language support information
Delaware Adult Education English Language Programs
Provides English language instruction and workforce preparation opportunities.
Programs may support:
· English communication skills
· Workplace language skills
· Academic preparation
[bookmark: _q0m0iljjfnuj]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Identify language supports available
☐ Ask questions when information is unclear
☐ Explore college, trade, and workforce pathways
☐ Research programs with multilingual support services
☐ Connect with counselors and community resources
[bookmark: _mjsv0otcy2oc]Undocumented Students
[bookmark: _hehz0x2lmuxo]Planning for Your Future
Your immigration status does not define your goals, abilities, or future opportunities.
You can explore multiple pathways after high school, including:
· College
· Career and technical education
· Trade programs
· Apprenticeships
· Workforce training
· Entrepreneurship
[bookmark: _5sleb6odgpbu]What You Should Know
Eligibility requirements may vary based on immigration status for:
· Financial aid
· Employment opportunities
· Certain programs
· Military service
Research each pathway carefully and connect with trusted resources.
[bookmark: _oo43njwqb7n1]
[bookmark: _v33gbk5v1xiw]College and Financial Planning
Consider:
· Institutional scholarships
· Private scholarships
· Community-based scholarships
· College-specific support programs
Connect directly with colleges and training programs to understand available opportunities.
Trades, Apprenticeships, and Workforce Pathways
Explore:
· Delaware Technical Community College
· Delaware Pathways
· Registered Apprenticeships
· Workforce training programs
· Industry certifications
Career areas may include:
· Healthcare
· Technology
· Construction
· Manufacturing
· Skilled trades
[bookmark: _y041j495h5uu]Resources
Immigrants Rising
United We Dream
[bookmark: _v1o2l79iczdx]
[bookmark: _punizrpiv0p1]
[bookmark: _xay6f0qoem1v]Students Balancing Work, Family Responsibilities, or Other Commitments
[bookmark: _v17ajkmonoa4]Planning for Your Future
Many students balance school with employment, family responsibilities, or other commitments.
Creating a realistic plan can help you continue moving toward your goals.
[bookmark: _3agfcvc0jkal]What You Should Know
Flexible pathways may include:
· Career training programs
· Apprenticeships
· Part-time education options
· Workforce programs
[bookmark: _ehlq454m28w]Your Next Steps Before Graduation
☐ Identify your priorities and responsibilities
☐ Explore flexible pathways
☐ Build time-management strategies
☐ Identify supportive people
[bookmark: _8jjkcdswkhj6]Building Your Support Network
You do not have to navigate your future alone.
Your support network may include:
· School counselors
· Teachers
· Family members
· Mentors
· Employers
· Postsecondary advisors
· Community organizations
Asking for support is part of planning for success.
[bookmark: _n4ghdyjp67dt]Resource Disclaimer
The resources listed in this section are intended to provide additional support and guidance. Eligibility requirements, available programs, and services may change over time.
Students and families should connect directly with schools, organizations, and service providers to confirm current requirements, deadlines, and available opportunities.
Notes

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
■  DELAWARE STUDENT SUCCESS  |  PAGE 1
■  DELAWARE STUDENT SUCCESS  |  PAGE 1
■  DELAWARE STUDENT SUCCESS  |  PAGE 1
image1.png
DELAWARE STUDENT

SUCCESS





