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Postsecondary Planning Timeline Grades 9-12
Curriculum Unit
UNIT FOCUS Find your grade. Complete one planning step.
Unit snapshot
Recommended setting: Advisory, college and career readiness, counseling seminar, or student success course
Time: 40-50 minutes, with an optional follow-up check-in
Student outcome: Each student identifies one milestone for the current grade, completes one action, and records who can help and when to follow up.
Learning objectives
· Explain how planning grows from exploration in grade 9 to transition in grade 12.
· Recognize college, technical training, apprenticeship, military service, direct-to-work, adult education, and entrepreneurship as valid routes.
· Choose and document one grade-appropriate action, a person or office that can help, and a follow-up date.
Lesson sequence
1. Launch (5 minutes): Show the four-year sequence - Explore, Experience, Prepare, Launch - and ask students which stage matches their grade.
2. Model (8 minutes): Demonstrate one grade-specific action, how to check a current school-approved source, and how to name the person or office that can help.
3. Explore (15 minutes): Students complete only the activity for their current grade and route interests.
4. Plan (10 minutes): Students save one action, support contact, and completion date in their Student Success Plan or school-approved planning tool.
5. Exit ticket (5 minutes): Students state the current grade, possible route, next action, person who can help, and follow-up date.
Choose the activity for your current grade
· Directions - Complete only the activity for your current grade.
· Grade 9 - Connect one interest or strength to a course, activity, support, or future route; record one question for a trusted adult.
· Grade 10 - Compare two routes and choose one visit, career event, CTE, job-shadow, service, or work-based learning experience to pursue.
· Grade 11 - Add two realistic options and one backup to a comparison; verify one requirement, cost, support, or deadline for each.
· Grade 12 - Complete one route-specific application, registration, hiring, apprenticeship, enlistment, aid, decision, enrollment, or onboarding action.
· Save it - Record what was completed, what remains, who can help, and the date for the next check-in.
Teacher prompts
· What does this student need to accomplish at this grade level?
· Which details vary by route, student, school, program, employer, agency, or date?
· Who can verify the answer, and where will the student save the next action?
Access, differentiation, and extension
· Read key source language aloud and provide a plain-language summary.
· Allow students to respond orally, in writing, or through a counselor-supported planning conversation.
· Pair students for source navigation while requiring each student to record an individual next step.
· Extend the lesson by comparing two verified routes or resources and naming the decision criteria.
Facilitator boundaries
· Present all postsecondary routes with equal dignity; do not require a permanent choice in grade 9 or 10.
· Do not promise eligibility, admission, placement, funding, timing, licensure, enlistment, or program availability.
Use current official sources and local policy before presenting a specific requirement as fact. Refer sensitive or individualized questions to qualified school or agency staff.
Sources and verification
Source check completed August 20, 2026. Verify current program-specific requirements and local school dates before release or student use.
Delaware Student Success: Grades 9-10 checklist | Grade 11 checklist | Grade 12 checklist | Launch into Your Future website
Federal Student Aid: College and career preparation checklists
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