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Net Price Calculators and Affordability Tools
Counselor Guide
KEY TAKEAWAY  A net price calculator is a planning estimate based on entered information; the college's actual aid offer and bill determine the student's real cost.
Use this guide to help a student turn interest in net price calculators and affordability tools into one verified, documented next step. Preserve local counselor judgment and confirm school- or program-specific requirements with the responsible owner.
Counseling conversation
1. Explain that the calculator produces an estimate rather than an award or bill.
2. Help the student use consistent household and enrollment assumptions.
3. Check which costs and aid types the calculator includes.
4. Compare results alongside the institution's cost of attendance and actual aid offer when available.
5. Refer case-specific questions to the financial-aid office.
What students and families should know
· Use the calculator on the institution's official website and record the date, inputs, and academic year.
· Net price estimates may treat grants, scholarships, housing, and indirect costs differently across institutions.
· Students should compare the remaining gap and verify unclear assumptions with the financial-aid office.
Verify before advising
· Do not call an estimate a commitment.
· Do not assume calculators use identical inputs or methods.
· Do not omit indirect costs or the remaining gap.
Local flexibility: Schools may sequence counseling activities differently. Confirm dates, eligibility, costs, availability, and required documents with the school, college, employer, agency, or program that owns the decision.
Close the loop
Student's next action: Record one action, the information owner, and a completion date.
Follow-up: Schedule a check-back and update the plan if verified information changes.
Sources and verification
Use the linked official sources to confirm current details before release or student use.
1. Collegecost.Ed: Official Resource   |   2. Collegescorecard.Ed: Official Resource   |   3. Federal Student Aid: Official Resource
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