
Your next-step decision map

Start: Gap Year Opportunities
 Name the goal the gap year must •

accomplish.
 Confirm college deferral and financial-•

aid rules in writing before making 
changes.
 Compare structured programs, work, •

service, training, and lower-cost 
options.

Verify and move
 Build a budget, safety plan, learning •

goal, and evidence of progress.
 Set monthly check-ins and a firm •

application or enrollment date.
 Do not promise a deferral, aid •

preservation, credit, safety, program 
quality, or admission after the gap 
period.


	Your next-step decision map

