
Your next-step decision map

Start: Financial Aid Offer 
Comparison
 List tuition, fees, housing, food, books, •

transportation, and other expected 
costs for the same period.
 Separate grants and scholarships from •

work-study and every loan offered.
 Calculate the remaining amount after •

gift aid and realistic family resources.

Verify and move
 Check renewal, enrollment, GPA, •

residency, and acceptance 
requirements.
 Ask each financial-aid office to explain •

unclear items or changed 
circumstances.
 Do not call loans or work-study free •

aid.
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