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Counselor Guide
KEY TAKEAWAY  Military service is a major employment and service commitment; students should compare branches and components, verify every promise in writing, and involve trusted adults before signing.
Use this guide to help a student turn interest in military service into one verified, documented next step. Preserve local counselor judgment and confirm school- or program-specific requirements with the responsible owner.
Counseling conversation
1. Provide neutral, non-recruiting information.
2. Help students compare service components and civilian alternatives.
3. Encourage independent verification and written documentation.
4. Discuss family, health, legal, education, and long-term obligations.
5. Refer contract-specific questions to official military sources and qualified legal help when appropriate.
What students and families should know
· Active duty, Reserve, and National Guard commitments and daily life differ.
· Jobs, training, pay, bonuses, education benefits, eligibility, and timing depend on the written contract and current policy.
· A recruiter is an official source for a branch, but students should compare information and keep copies of every document.
Verify before advising
· Do not promise a job, bonus, duty station, promotion, benefit, waiver, or discharge outcome.
· Do not interpret a military contract for the student.
Local flexibility: Schools may sequence counseling activities differently. Confirm dates, eligibility, costs, availability, and required documents with the school, college, employer, agency, or program that owns the decision.
Close the loop
Student's next action: Record one action, the information owner, and a completion date.
Follow-up: Schedule a check-back and update the plan if verified information changes.
Sources and verification
Use the linked official sources to confirm current details before release or student use.
1. Militaryonesource.Mil: Official Resource   |   2. Militaryonesource.Mil: Military-Connected Guidance   |   3. Todaysmilitary.Com: Official Resource
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