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Entrepreneurship & Self-Employment
Counselor Guide
KEY TAKEAWAY  Entrepreneurship begins by testing a real customer problem, then checking the cost, rules, records, and support needed before making a financial commitment.
Use this guide to help a student turn interest in entrepreneurship & self-employment into one verified, documented next step. Preserve local counselor judgment and confirm school- or program-specific requirements with the responsible owner.
Counseling conversation
1. Separate idea exploration from a legal or financial commitment.
2. Help the student test assumptions with evidence from potential customers.
3. Identify safety, privacy, startup-cost, and adult-consent issues.
4. Refer legal, licensing, tax, insurance, and financing questions to qualified owners.
5. Help the student document learning, skills, and the next small experiment.
What students and families should know
· A useful first step is a small, low-cost test of the problem, customer, and proposed solution.
· Licensing, taxes, insurance, contracts, banking, and age requirements depend on the activity and business structure.
· Official Delaware and federal small-business resources can help students identify the correct next owner.
Verify before advising
· Do not provide legal or tax advice.
· Do not promise profit, funding, or business success.
Local flexibility: Schools may sequence counseling activities differently. Confirm dates, eligibility, costs, availability, and required documents with the school, college, employer, agency, or program that owns the decision.
Close the loop
Student's next action: Record one action, the information owner, and a completion date.
Follow-up: Schedule a check-back and update the plan if verified information changes.
Sources and verification
Use the linked official sources to confirm current details before release or student use.
1. Business.Delaware: Official Resource   |   2. Onestop.Delaware: Official Resource   |   3. Sba: Official Resource
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