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KEY TAKEAWAY  A regional college may expand program, price, and campus options, but students must compare accreditation, total cost, travel, residency, transfer, and support services using official information.
Use this guide to help a student turn interest in regional college options into one verified, documented next step. Preserve local counselor judgment and confirm school- or program-specific requirements with the responsible owner.
Counseling conversation
1. Set a realistic geographic boundary with the student.
2. Use comparable official data across institutions.
3. Check accreditation, program approval, and net price.
4. Include transportation and housing in the cost conversation.
5. Verify state-specific licensure or aid requirements.
What students and families should know
· Distance from home affects transportation, housing, and emergency planning.
· Out-of-state tuition and aid rules can change the real price.
· Accreditation and program approval matter for aid, transfer, and licensure.
Verify before advising
· Do not recommend a school from distance or sticker price alone.
· Do not assume a regional institution is approved, transferable, or affordable for every student.
Local flexibility: Schools may sequence counseling activities differently. Confirm dates, eligibility, costs, availability, and required documents with the school, college, employer, agency, or program that owns the decision.
Close the loop
Student's next action: Record one action, the information owner, and a completion date.
Follow-up: Schedule a check-back and update the plan if verified information changes.
Sources and verification
Use the linked official sources to confirm current details before release or student use.
1. National Center for Education Statistics: Official Resource   |   2. Delaware Department of Education: Official Resource   |   3. Delaware Department of Education: Official Resource
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