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College Essay Topics

Common App Major Essay Questions
Universal College Application Essay Questions
Coalition for College Essay Questions

Supplemental Essays 

Supplemental Writing Prompts

How to Write a Supplemental Essay for College Applications

Colleges Without Supplemental Essays

Essay Prompts to Help Write the Major College Essay
The questions below will help you brainstorm for college essay topics.
Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to shape it.
Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good was your focus. Discuss the challenges and rewards of making your contribution.
Has there been a time when you’ve had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? How did you respond? How did the challenge affect your beliefs?
What is the hardest part of being a teenager now? What’s the best part? What advice would you give a younger sibling or friend (assuming they would listen to you)?
Relate a personal experience in which you were denied an opportunity or treated unfairly. How did you resolve the situation? If that were to happen during your college experience, what would you do?
Describe an accomplishment that took a great deal of time and/or effort on your part. What motivated you to persevere when it got challenging? Who or what did you turn to for support, and how was that helpful?
Describe an unusual circumstance in your life that has had a lasting impact on who you are today as a high school senior applying for college. 
Explain what you would want your future college roommate to know about you before living with you for the first year of his or her college experience. 
Narrate an intellectual experience that has meant the most to you over the last four years of your high school experience.
Illustrate how you hope to use your college experience in the future. 
Who are the three people that have most influenced you? How?
Tell the story of a fear you have conquered.
What are three goals that you have for your life?
List three things you like and three things you really dislike.
List three things that you know (things that you have learned from experience and from your own perception of what is important in life).
What are things that concern you about the world around you? What do you see that is hopeful? – (Write your viewpoint, not a list of solutions)
What do you like to read and watch? What is a favorite book/movie/television show and why are these things important to you?
 Is there a creative work, fictional character, or historical figure that resonates with you? If so, why?
If you were to say to me, “If you really knew me, you would know (fill in the blank) about me.” What are three things that you could insert in that blank?
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